Pottsville firm uses technology to fight drunk driving

In addition to tools used to stop DUI, DTS branching out into technology that thwarts identity theft
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The battle in Pennsylvania againsg
alcohol abuse and drunk driving is
receiving 3 mapor contributbon from
Driving Techaology Systems Inc. (DTS)
in Pottsville.

that can stop the use of 3 motor vehicle
by an intoxicated person.

Also distribuated by DTS are sdentity
and age verification systems; prelimi-
nary breath anabyzers for police and the
workplace; equipment 1o calibrate
devices used 1o protect against alcohol
use; and magnetic signage.

With three cmployees, DTS is owned
vy Michael Rader, president and
Timothy Rader, vice-president.

Michae| says that the Rader family has
a long history of working 1o curb alco-
hol abase, and that they ke the matter
of personal responsibility very seriousby.

“Cwr father, Louis has served as man-
ager of Peansylvania’s Alcohol Safery
program, so we have heard lor years
about the need to make responsible
decisions when a person drinks,” says
Michacl. “We are thankful that oppor-
tunitics like this cxist to protect the
community —with highway safety a
priority — and we fecl strongly about
these types of products”

Michael gained experience within the
indusary during the time he worked for
MNational Interlock Systems in
Harrisburg, where he specialized in
driving under the influence (TUT) pre-
vention systems. Timothy's expericnce
was gained through a position with the
Pennsylvanda Liquor Controd Board

The auomobile ignition interlock
system distributed by DTS is known as
the Determinator A specialist can offi-
cially install the wnit, I.ppctntimil.ci)'
the skze of a palm pilot, when an indi-
vidual has received two or mone
Fennsybvania DUT convictions. More
than 12,000 people in the state find
themsclves in this situation anmuaally,

If the individual chooses the
Determinator, they receive a special
license instead of 3 full suspension and
the unit is installed in their car

To stant the vehicle, they must blow
imto the interlock unit, which will
measure their blood alcohol level and
subsequently only allow the vehicle 1o
start if the measurement is below the
legal limit of .08 percent. As the vehi-

cle is operted, the driver must contin
ue 1o blow into the unit 3t andom

intervals as the unit demands, or the car

will be disabiled.

Another distributed by
DTS is the Alcotector. This wnit is a ool
that can be used by police or workplace
supervisorn as a preliminary breath
tester (o measure blood alcohol levels.

While the unit ks currently rated only
for field sobricty vests, Michael says that
it so0n will be approved by the
Pennsyivania legal system o provide
evidence in court trials.

DTS is also the North Bastern Undted
States distributor for Intelli-Check Inc., a
manufsciurer of D verification systems
wsed in bars, restauranis, sirports, fnan-

instanthy
picked it up when they tried o use &°

DTS also distributes technology that
is used 1o test and calibrate alcolvol
detection equipment. This involves a
solution that can be mixed o generate
alcohol vapor. Another new DTS prod-
uct is reflective magnetic signage for
police vehicles so that they can dis-
play official messages.

“We have many kdeas, but our biggest
challenge for this business is obtaining
working capital for growth,” adds
Michael “While we're dedicated 1o the
fickd we're in, we also understand that
DTS is a business, and we handle it as
such. This need for capital puts us in
the same spot most small businesses
are in, but so far were on our way Lo
being established”

DUl —
How much is too much?

The legal blood alcohol lmit is 08
percent. This legal limin was changed
from .10 percent in September, 2003,
The legislation thar changed the legal
limit abso created a three-tiened
approach 1o drunk driving enforoement
based on the blood-alcohol content.

The tiers are 08 to less than 10, 10
to less than . 16; and 16 and abaove,

Criminal and civil penaltics increase
with the increasing BAC level.

For example, drivers who have a BAC
of .16 percent or higher, as well as
repeat offenders, will be required 1o
undergo 3 complete drug and alcohol
assessment and undergo treatment if
ondered as 3 condition of punishment,
or else face longer jail sentences,

Fines also are increased for repeat
offenders and tripled for BAC levels of
16 percent of higher.

The effects of aloohol:

W BAC of .01 percent o 0% peroent
Some-to-great loss of judgment and

coordination, thinking dulled, changes
in mood and behavior A BAC of 0.02 per-
cenit st many U5, companies willl require
that an employee be relieved of duty for
24 hours and at 0,04 they will be fined
In an organization with a “zerodoker
ance” policy in regard o alcobol wse, ter
minations occur at (U001 percent.

B BAC of .05 percent 1o 08 percent
(Everyone has reached this poimt afier
just one or teo drinks )
Functioning ability defindtely impatred.
Walking, l]mm:l‘i.aﬂdhﬂ.ﬂl.lﬂnﬂtmﬂln
clumsy. Blurred, split, or tunnel viskon
operating ability impaired. Chance of
accident is greatly increased — by as
much as 300 percent or more.

W BAC of .08 percent and over
(Some people reach this point by their
second drink and all have by their thind
or Fourth drink.y
Functioning and judgment very seri-

greatly
slowed. Behavior greatly affected. Very
high risk of accident. In most 115 states
= including Pennsylvania — with a
BAC of .08 percent or higher, you will
be arrested if driving 2 car.
Source: (S Health & Salety Services
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Announcing the Opening
of Our Two New Offices

Scranton Office
3939 Birney Avenue
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570-941-2248

Hazleton Office
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